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CONPIDENTIAL PORT LOUIS 0776 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR PARM XO 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE INDIAN OCEAN REGIONAL MEETING 
REF: COLOMBO'S 2566 

1. MOVE TO BRING INDIAN OCEAN COMMONWEALTH (PLUS EVENTUALLY OTHER 
REGIONAL) STATES TOGETHER IN A COMMON FRONT FOR AN INDIAN OCEAN 
ZONE OP PEACE APPEARS TO BE PICKING UP STEAM. 

LOCAL PRESS SPECULATES THAT INDIAN EXTERNAL APFAIRS MINISTER 
SWARAN SINGH MAY VISIT MAURITIUS IN OCTOBER TO SOUND OUT MAURITIUS 
ON A POSSIBLE VENU POR A MEETING OP LITTORAL STATES TO CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST THE "PROPOSED BASE IN DIEGO". 
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2. COMMENTS BY CONSERVATIVE OPPOSITION UDM POLITICIAN GUY 
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OLLIVRY AT COLOMBO COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARIAN CONFERENCE HAVE 
BREN WIDELY REPORTED HERE. ABRAHAM, HEAD OF POLITICAL SECTION OF 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CALLED DCM ATTENTION TO OLLIVRY STATEMENT AND 
MADE PERSONAL OBSERVATION IT INDICATED EVEN RIGHT-WING IS ON SIDE 
OF GOVERNMENT ON lOPZ. OLLIVRY CLAIMED THAT MAURITIUS IS PARTIC- 
ULARLY AWARE OF PRESENT DANGEROUS SITUATION IN THIS AREA WHICH 
"COULD AFFECT THE INDEPENDENCE AND STABILITY OF THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE REGION". HE EXPLAINED THAT MANY COUNTRIES OF THE REGION 
ARE POOR AND INDIRECTLY HAVE HELPED CREATE THE PRESENT SITUATION 
BECAUSE THEY CANNOT RESIST LARGE AND MEDIUM SIZED NATIONS THAT PUT 
PRESSURE ON THEM TO PROVIDE LOGISTICAL ASSISTANCE AND BASES. HE 
CALLED FOR COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES OF INDIAN OCEAN LITTORAL TO 
MEET TO TAKE ACTION TOGETHER TO ENSURE THAT "INDIAN OCEAN REMAIN 
(SIC) FREE OF WARSHIPS AND MILITARY BASES." FOLLOWING MEETING 
OF REGIONAL COMMONWEALTH STATES, OLLIVRY ENVISAGED CREATION OF 
AN ORGANIZATION OF ALL STATES OF INDIAN OCEAN WHICH WILL WORK 
TOWARD GOAL OE PEACE FOR THIS AREA. 

3. TONIGHT PM RAMGOOLAM IS HOSTING DINNER EOR SRI LANKA 
FINANCE MINISTER PERERA, WHOSE VISIT SO FAR UNNANNOUNCED HERE. 

IN LIGHT OF REFTEL, lOPZ AND DIEGO COULD WELL BE PERERA'S 

MAIN INTEREST HERE AT MOMENT. 

4. OUR COMMENTS WILL FOLLOW. 

MANHARD 
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